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following morning, left with her for the continent.
She was placed in Pans in a famous convent, under
the name of " Califte," and was held to be a girl of
noble birth, whose family name had to be con-
cealed for reasons of discretion.

She was adored by the nuns and by her com-
panions ; and the tone that she might have caught
from her mother betrayed her so little that she
was thought to be the daughter of the late Duke of
Cumberland, and cousin, consequently, of our
King.   When this supposition was spoken of to
her the blushes, occasioned by her knowledge of
her true situation, fortified the suspicion, rather
than destroyed it.   She was soon able to perform
with astonishing address all the accomplishments
of a young lady.   She began to draw and to paint,
she had already danced sufficiently well for her
mother to have thought of making her a dancer;
and now she perfected herself in this seductive art;
she also took lessons in singing and on the harpsi-
chord.   I always thought that she played and sang
as one speaks or ought to speak, and as she herself
did speak; I mean that she sang and played some-
times from improvisation, sometimes from mem-
ory anything that was asked of her, anything that
was given her, letting herself be interrupted and
beginning again a hundred times, seldom con-
sidering her own preferences,  and,  above all,
delighting in  making  others  shine.    But this
degree of perfection and facility she did not acquire
in Paris, but in Italy, where her lover passed two
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